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APPLICATION FOR ZONING APPEAL
Georgetown Charter Township
1515 Baldwin St, P.O. Box 769
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616-457-2690 Ext. 228
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Sec. 28.11 of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance establishes the powers and duties of the
Zoning Board of Appeals. All Variance requests must meet the specific standards listed in that section mn order
to be approved. In the space below or additional sheets, if needed, state how your request meets each of the
approval sitandards.

Section 28.11 of the Zoning Ordinance states:

©

Variances. The Board of Appeals shall have the power to authorize, upon an appeal, specific variances
from the requirements of this Ordinance, when the applicant demonstrates that ALL of the following
conditions will be satisfied.

(Please describe, in detail, how your request meels each of the following standards.)

(1) Granting the variance be in the public interest and will ensure that the spirit of this Ordinance shall be
observed. (Will the intentions of the ordinance be upheld and will there be no detrimental effects to the
public if the variance is granted?)

We are requesting a variance because the proposed light tower replacement and extension has been
determined to be a new cell tower site; and as a new cell tower site, it is closer than two (2) miles to other
existing cell tower sites (Ordinance).

“Unless located on the same site or tower with another user, no new tower shall be
erected within a two (2) mile radius of an existing radio, television, or cellular
communications tower” (Section 20.4{AB)(6) Georgetown Township Zoning Ordinance).

We understand that the intention of the two (2) mile rule is to limit the multiplicity of towers within the
Township for aesthetic reasons, and to encourage co-location on existing towers where feasible. We believe
that our site is consistent with the intentions of the ordinance for the following reasons:

{a) Co-location. We have already co-located on the existing towers within two (2) miles of the proposed
site, but as the propagation maps and letter from the RF Engineer indicate, we do not get sufficient
coverage in the Township without the proposed site.

(b) Aesthetics. In choosing to replace an existing light pole rather than building a new site on raw land,
we have made every effort to preserve the aesthetics of the area. This tower is a semi-stealth tower.

There will be no detrimental effects to the public from this tower. As the NIER letter establishes, there are no
radiation concerns to the public from the tower. Further, the public will benefit from the tower. The Jenison
Public Schools (“JPS”) will receive monthly rental revenue from our client. And, the JPS will be allowed to
place its communication’s antennas on the top of the tower. Further, the JPS will have the opportunity to
generate additional revenue from any co-locators on the tower.

(2) Granting the variance shall not permit the establishment within a district of any use which is
prohibited, nor shall any use variances be granted. (7s the use to which the variance relates allowed in
the zoning district where the site is located?)

The ordinance allows for a new cell tower within the zoning district (LDR) with a Special Use Permit (Section
8.3(0) Georgetown Township Zoning Ordinance). The only reason for the variance is because the proposed
site is within two (2) miles of other existing cell sites.

(3) That there are practical difficulties in complying with the standards of the Zoning Ordinance
resulting from exceptional, extraordinary, or unique circumstances or conditions applying to the
property in question, that do not generally apply to other property or uses in the vicinity in the same
zoning district; and have not resulted from the adoption of this Ordinance. (Whar unusual
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