
Chapter 30 - ENFORCEMENT 
 
SEC. 30.1  REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCE 
SEC. 30.2  INTERPRETATION 
SEC. 30.3  VIOLATIONS 
SEC. 30.4  PUBLIC NUISANCE, PER SE 
SEC. 30.5  RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE 
SEC. 30.6  RIGHTS AND REMEDIES 
SEC. 30.7  SEVERABILITY 
SEC. 30.8  GENERAL RESPONSIBILITY 
SEC. 30.9  ENACTMENT 
 

Sec. 30.1 REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCE.  
The Zoning Ordinance previously adopted by the Township and all amendments thereto, are hereby 
repealed.  The repeal of the above Ordinance and its amendments does not affect or impair any act 
done, offense committed or right accruing, accrued, or acquired, or liability, penalty, forfeiture or 
punishment incurred prior to the time enforced, prosecuted or inflicted. 
 

Sec. 30.2 INTERPRETATION.  
In the interpretation and application, the provisions of this Ordinance shall be held to be minimum 
requirements adopted for the promotion of the public health, morals, safety, comfort, convenience, 
or general welfare. It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way to 
impair or interfere with any existing provision of law or ordinance other than the above described 
Zoning Ordinance, or with any rules, regulation or permits previously adopted or issued or which 
shall be adopted or issued pursuant to the law relating to the use of buildings or premises; provided, 
however, that where this ordinance imposes a greater restriction than is required by existing 
ordinance or by rules, regulations or permits, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control. Nothing 
in this Ordinance should be interpreted or construed to give rise to any permanent vested rights in 
the continuation of any particular use, district, zoning classification or any permissible activities 
therein; and they are hereby declared to be subject to subsequent amendment, change or 
modification as may be necessary to the preservation or protection of public health, safety, and 
welfare. 
 

Sec. 30.3 VIOLATIONS.  
(A) Any person, firm, corporation, or any owner of any building, structure, premises, or part 

thereof, where any condition is in violation of this Ordinance, either exists, or has been 
created, and whomever has assisted knowingly in the commission of such violation, shall be 
guilty of a civil infraction, for which the fine shall be not less than one hundred (100) dollars 
nor more than five hundred (500) dollars for the first offense and not less than five hundred 
(500) dollars nor more than one thousand (1,000) dollars for subsequent offenses, in the 
discretion of the Court, and in addition to all other costs, damages, and expenses provided 
by law. 

 
For purposes of this section, "subsequent offense" means a violation of the provisions of this 
Ordinance committed by the same person within twelve (12) months of a previous violation 
of the same provision of this Ordinance for which said person admitted responsibility, or 

 



 

was adjudicated to be responsible; provided however, that offenses committed on 
subsequent days within a period of one (1) week following the issuance of a citation for a 
first offense shall all be considered separate first offenses.  Each day during which any 
violation continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
(B) Each day the violation occurs or continues shall be deemed a separate offense. 
(C) The rights and remedies provided herein are cumulative and in addition to any other 

remedies provided by law. (revised 1-24-2000) 
 

Sec. 30.4 PUBLIC NUISANCE, PER SE.  
Any building or structure which is erected, repaired, altered, or converted, or any use of premises or 
land which is begun or changed subsequent to the time of passage of this Ordinance and in violation 
of any of the provisions thereof is hereby declared to be a public nuisance per se, and may be abated 
by order of any court of competent jurisdiction. 
 

Sec. 30.5 RESERVED FOR FUTURE USE.  
 

Sec. 30.6 RIGHTS AND REMEDIES.  
The rights and remedies provided herein are cumulative and in addition to other remedies provided 
by law. 
 

Sec. 30.7 SEVERABILITY.  
The Ordinance and various Chapters, sections, paragraphs, and clauses thereof, are hereby declared 
to be severable.  If any Chapter, section, paragraph, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, 
it is hereby provided that the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 
 

Sec. 30.8 GENERAL RESPONSIBILITY.  
The Township Board or its duly authorized representative is hereby charged with the duty of 
enforcing the Ordinance and said Board is hereby empowered, in the name of Georgetown 
Township, to commence and pursue any and all necessary and appropriate actions and/or 
proceedings in the Circuit Court of Ottawa County, Michigan, or any other Court having 
jurisdiction, to restrain and/or prevent any non-compliance with or violation of any of the provisions 
of this Ordinance, and to correct, remedy and/or abate such non-compliance or violation. And it is 
further provided that any person aggrieved or adversely affected by such a non-compliance or 
violation may institute suit and/or join the Township Board in such a suit to abate the same. 
 

Sec. 30.9 ENACTMENT.  
The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be immediately necessary for the 
preservation of the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the people and are hereby ordered to 
become effective immediately upon publication of a "Notice of Ordinance Adoption" in a 
newspaper circulating within Georgetown Township. Such publication shall be preceded by a public 
hearing and by approval of the Georgetown Township Board, in that order. 
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