
REQUEST 
 
The Planning Commission asked that an outline be provided for discussion for changes to the kennel 
ordinance. 
 
1. Current language: 

 
a. Kennels are allowed with a special use permit in AG, RR, NS and CS districts. 
b. Kennels are allowed by right in the HS and I districts with no specific standards. 
c. Kennels are prohibited in the following zoning districts: LDR, LMR, MDR, MHR, MHP, 

and OS districts.   
 
Chapter 2 – Definitions. 
Sec. 2.52         KENNEL. 
Any lot or premises on which four (4) or more animals, four (4) months of age or older are kept 
temporarily or permanently for the purpose of breeding, boarding or for sale. 
 
Chapter 6 – AG-Agriculture.  
Sec. 6.3 USES REQUIRING SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL. 
The following uses may be permitted by obtaining Special Land Use Approval when all applicable 
standards as cited in Chapter XX are met. 
(C) Kennels and veterinary hospitals. 

 
Chapter 7 – RR-Rural Residential. 
Sec. 7.3 USES REQUIRING SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL. 
The following uses may be permitted by obtaining Special Land Use Approval when all applicable 
standards as cited in Chapter XX are met. 
(A) Any Special Land Use permitted in the AG District. 
 
Chapter 14 – NS- Neighborhood Service Commercial. 
Sec. 14.3 USES REQUIRING SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL. 
The following uses may be permitted by obtaining Special Land Use Approval when all applicable 
standards as cited in Chapter XX are met. 
(G) Veterinary hospitals, clinics, and kennels. 

 
Chapter 15 – CS-Community Service Commercial. 
Sec. 15.3 USES REQUIRING SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL. 
The following uses may be permitted by obtaining Special Land Use Approval when all applicable 
standards as cited in Chapter XX are met. 
(B) Veterinary/animal hospitals, clinics, and kennels. 

 
Chapter 16 – HS-Highway Service Commercial. 
Sec. 16.2         PERMITTED USES. 
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right, PROVIDED, 
that where applicable, the design standards defined in Chapter XX for these specific uses shall apply. 
(C)   Veterinary/animal hospitals, clinics, and kennels. 

 
Chapter 17 – I-Industrial. 
Sec. 17.2 PERMITTED USES. 
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right: 
(E) Trade or industrial schools and veterinary/animal hospitals or clinics or kennels. 
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Chapter 20 – Special Land Uses. 
Special use specific standards:  
Sec. 20.4 SITE DESIGN STANDARDS. 
 (V) Kennels. 

(1) For kennels, the minimum lot size shall be two (2) acres for the first four (4) animals 
and an additional one-third (1/3) acre for each additional animal. 

(2) Buildings wherein animals are kept, runs, and/or exercise areas shall not be located 
nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any adjacent occupied dwelling or any adjacent 
building used by the public, and shall not be located in any required front, rear or 
side yard setback area. 

 
 
2. Questions to consider about which districts the use is allowed by right or by special use permit. 
 

a. Does the Planning Commission want to continue to allow kennels with a special use permit in AG, 
RR, NS and CS districts?   
 
It seems appropriate because the use would be reviewed by the Planning Commission and a 
public hearing would be held, allowing public comments from affected neighbors.  Plus, with 
a special use permit, kennels can be subject to both general and specific standards to 
mitigate any negative impacts and to regulate size, number of dogs, etc. 
 

b. Does the Planning Commission want to continue to allow kennels by right in the HS and I districts 
with no specific standards?  Should they be subject to any standards without the requirement of a 
special use permit? 
 
It may be appropriate to either include some standards with the allowance by right (i.e. 
number of animals based on size of lot or building), or else to revise the ordinance to require 
a special use permit in order to regulate size, number of animals, etc. 
 

c. Should kennels be allowed in any additional zoning districts by right or with special land use 
approval? 

 
Kennels are currently not allowed in the following zoning districts: LDR, LMR, MDR, 
MHR, MHP, and OS districts.  It may be appropriate to continue to prohibit the use of a 
kennel in those districts because they are higher intense residential districts with smaller lots 
allowed.  Also, OS is a low intense commercial district, again with smaller lots allowed.  With 
lots closer together, kennels could provide more negative impacts. 

 
 
3. Questions to consider about setbacks. 
 

a. Should kennels, including all aspects of their use (i.e. such as outdoor exercise fenced areas), be 
subject to the same setback requirements in Chapter 24 as stipulated for the main building?   
 
This may be an appropriate way to ensure that all outdoor exercise areas are a good distance 
from property lines.  However, note that in the NS and CS districts, the side yard setbacks 
are zero, and in the HS the side yard setback could be 10 feet and 20 feet in the Industrial 
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district.  It may be appropriate to add the stipulation that no outdoor exercise areas shall be 
located closer than 25 feet to any lot line.   

 
 
4. Questions to consider about the number of animal allowed. 
 

a. Should the number of animals be limited based on the size of the lot or the square footage of the 
building? 

 
 
 
 
PROPOSED FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
a. Allow kennels with a special use permit in AG, RR, NS and CS districts (all with the same 

standards). 
b. Allow kennels by right in the HS and I districts with some specific standards. 
c. Prohibiting kennels in the following zoning districts: LDR, LMR, MDR, MHR, MHP, and OS 

districts.   
d. This language proposes the same standards for all districts in which a special use permit is 

required. 
 
Sec. 20.4 SITE DESIGN STANDARDS. 

(V) Kennels. 
 

(1) The minimum lot size shall be   (3/4 of an acre or one (1) or two (2) acres). 
 
Could be different for different zoning districts if desired.  Note that the number of acres 
varies with ordinances from other municipalities – see Sample Ordinance document.  
 

(2) The maximum number of animals occupying the facility shall be  
 
Options 
a. Six animals for the first two acres plus an additional 1/3rd acre for each animal in 

excess of 6.  (Cascade and Cannon Township) 
b. One acre for first 4 animals and an addition 1/3 acre for each animal in addition to 

the first 4 animals. (Grand Haven) 
c. One animal per 60 square feet of building floor area of the facility. (City of 

Kentwood) 
 

(3) All animals shall be kept within a completely enclosed building at all times, with the 
exception that animals may be placed in an outdoor area for limited periods of time, 
under personal supervision by staff of the facility. 
 

(4) Buildings wherein animals are kept, runs, and/or outdoor exercise areas shall not be 
located nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any adjacent residential district.  Outdoor 
runs and/or exercise areas shall not be located in any front (including required and non-
required), rear or side yard setback area and, in any case, shall not be located closer 
than 25 feet to any property line. 
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(5) All outdoor runs and/or exercise areas shall be enclosed by a six (6) foot high fence or 
other suitable barrier that is completely opaque and shall be screened by a greenbelt 
which meets the minimum standards of Sec. 3.11(A) for the extent of the exercise or 
other outdoor area.  

 
(6) The Planning Commission may request any additional information deemed necessary 

to ensure compliance with all Township ordinances. 
 
(7) The Planning Commission may impose any conditions of approval necessary to ensure 

compliance with Township ordinances and to mitigate any potential negative impacts 
related to the use to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the surrounding 
area. 

 
(8) Kennels shall comply with all applicable County, State, and Federal regulations.  
 
(9) If public sewer is available, the facility shall connect to the public sewer. 
 
(10) In all districts where kennels are allowed, except for the AG and RR districts, sidewalks 

shall be installed adjacent to all public and private streets. 
 
 
 

Chapter 16 – HS-Highway Service Commercial. 
Sec. 16.2         PERMITTED USES. 
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right, PROVIDED, 
that where applicable, the design standards defined in Chapter XX for these specific uses shall apply. 
(C)   Veterinary/animal hospitals, clinics, and kennels (and kennels shall be subject to the minimum 
lot size and maximum number of animals as regulated in Chapter 20). 

 
Chapter 17 – I-Industrial. 
Sec. 17.2 PERMITTED USES. 
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right: 
(F) Trade or industrial schools and veterinary/animal hospitals or clinics or kennels (and kennels 

shall be subject to the minimum lot size and maximum number of animals as regulated in 
Chapter 20). 

 
(Any other stipulations could be added or the use could be moved to the special use section if the 
Planning Commission determines that kennels should be subject to the special use standards.) 
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